
 

United States History SLO 

 

  

  Date: September 1, 2013 

Teacher name: Wilma Washington 

Subject/grade/course number: U.S. History, grade 11, Course 302: French & Indian War through Civil 
War and Reconstruction 

Interval of instruction: January 6, 2013 to June 7, 2014 (97 days) 

 

Needs Assessment and Student Population 

What do you know from the data about your students’ needs and strengths? How does this SLO address 
a need for included students?  

Trend data from prior years suggests that, on the end-of-course exam at the end of my course, 
students typically struggle with analyzing primary sources and integrating them into their 
responses to document-based questions. In addition, students struggle to analyze and critique 
historical eras, major enduring themes, turning points, and events in U.S. History.  
 
At the beginning of the course I administered a team-created preassessment consisting of a 
document-based question (DBQ) that includes short-answer questions and an essay, and a 
thematic essay. I assessed student performance using rubrics. Overall, students were able to 
answer the short-answer questions, but did not integrate findings from the primary sources 
sufficiently into the DBQ essay. On the thematic essay students generally had a good command 
of grammar, but they struggled to develop their discussion and address all aspects of the task. 
The range and average scores for each section are listed below: 

 Overall: range = 18-37 (out of 60), average = 29 

 DBQ short answers: range = 6-15 (out of 20), average = 12 (out of 20) 

 DBQ essay: range = 6-10 (out of 20), average = 8 (out of 20) 

 Thematic essay: range = 6-12 (out of 20), average = 9 (out of 20) 

In my class I have two students with IEPs (one for Asperger’s syndrome and one for a disability 
in mathematics). Neither of these students require additional accommodations or modifications 
in my class. However, I have two students who read below grade level at an eighth grade level 
and therefore may struggle with some of the DBQ questions. None of my students are gifted 
and talented; those students take Advanced Placement U.S. History this year. 

Content Standards 

What standards and content will you target in your SLO? How do these standards and content capture 
the essential areas of learning that align to national or state standards? How do these standards capture 
both process and content standards?  
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This SLO requires students to apply their reading comprehension skills and knowledge as well 
as write aligns with standard E1, which states: “Students understand major eras, major enduring 
themes, and historic influences in United States and world history, including the roots of 
democratic philosophy, ideals, and institutions in the world.” This SLO also aligns with the 
Common Core State Standards focused on integration of new knowledge and ideas as well as 
writing arguments in discipline-specific contexts: 

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 

secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the 

text as a whole. 

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 

secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the 

key details and ideas. 

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and 

determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text 

leaves matters uncertain. 

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information 

presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order 

to address a question or solve a problem. 

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.8 Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by 

corroborating or challenging them with other information. 

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and 

secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among 

sources 

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

Summative Assessment 

What assessment will you use to capture student growth? What modifications and accommodations will 
you provide to students with individual education programs, 504 plans, or English language learner 
status?  

The summative assessment will follow the same format as the preassessment. It is comprised 
of a DBQ with short answers and an essay, as well as a thematic essay. The history team will 
grade the assessments together during a spring professional development day using a rubric. 
The rubric consists of four levels of performance. All questions are written at a seventh-grade 
reading level to ensure that all students will comprehend the questions. 
 
Note to the reader: The evaluator would have been able to make an informed judgment of the 
quality of the SLO if the assessment were attached to this SLO. Given the lack of the assessment 
here, assume that the assessment meets minimum criteria requirements. 

Growth Targets 
What growth do you expect your students to demonstrate by the end of the interval of instruction?  

I have not administered these preassessments and postassessments before. However, I would 
expect that nearly all of my students would be able to score at least 42 (70 percent of 60 points) 
by the end of the year. Given this information, I set tiered targets for my students based on the 
preassessment scores: 
 

Preassessment Score (60 points total) Expected Growth  

18 – 24 Increase preassessment score by 24 points 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/1/
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25 – 31 Increase preassessment score by 21 points 

32 – 37  Increase preassessment score by 18 points 
 

Instructional Strategies 
Which instructional strategies will you use to help students reach their growth targets?  

I will model using primary sources throughout the year. I will supplement the textbook with 
primary sources so that students have more exposure to them throughout the year. For 
example, in studying the events leading up to the Civil War, students will review political 
cartoons, excerpts of writings by Frederick Douglas, and excerpts of the Dred Scott case. To 
support students, I will provide graphic organizers that help students both analyze primary 
sources and organize their essays to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence 

 

To address key themes and writing, students will engage in debates about arguments or claims. 
Students will work in small groups to prepare for the debate and then communicate their 
arguments citing key information. Debate and discussion will help students synthesize their 
content knowledge, articulate their claims, evidence and reasoning through social dialogue. This 
processing will better prepare them to write their essays.  

Progress Monitoring Plan 

How will you monitor progress throughout the year?  

Each unit assessment will include a DBQ or an essay. I will grade these essays using the rubric 
and provide students feedback on their performances. I will provide targeted instruction or 
additional scaffolding to students as needed based on the results of these formative 
assessments. 

Is this SLO approved? □ Yes □ No 

 


